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“THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. 


By LOUISE MICHEL. 


PART Tl : 


THE REPUBLIC OF THE FOURTH OF SEPTEMBER, KNOWN AS 
*¢-PHE GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.’ 


Cuarter [. 
(Continued) 

The faet was thar some of Tibaldi’s young revolutionists bad 
climbed through a window into the building, and passing by the be-. 
wildered conciérge opened the door to the flood of populace. All 
those who had understood the Government's refusal to Flourens, on 
Sept. 5th, to arm the batallions of Belleville—all those who knew 
that the noise kept up at night, by a formidable artillery firing at 
nudom from the forts of Paris, had no object but to inspire Parisians 
with the belief that the Government of ‘ National Defence” was 
keeping its werd —those, in short, who ‘hoped nothing from the 
Government, now rushed in at the ‘door till the- flotel de Ville could 
hold no more. ‘The rest remained in the street, covering a large area 
like a swarm of bees that overflow the hive. 

The surrender of Metz was dwelt. on, and the treachery of 
Bazaine; which, but for Rochefort, Flourens, Felix Piat, and. 
(sume said also) Pelletan, would have been concealed until the 
the final loss of all; and, realising the nature of the present peril, we 
believed we s} ould be ableto triumph over it. The gate of the Hotel 
de Ville was scaled ; the growd, continually increasing, climbed over 
all obstacles, Kevolution was mistress of the ficld so long 2s the 
the people remained there; should they however retire, all must be 
lost; for Flourens had only the 400 rifles of Belleville, Milliére was 
the sole representative of his own battalion, and Major Durand would 
ne’ bring up his three batta‘ions on account of “ discipline,” which did 
not permit him to place his men under the orders of Flourens. -In 
consequence of the Government's refusal to arm Bellville, the latter 
The scruple 
wis idiotic, since at a critical juncture events themselves impose the 
manner of action; and it is not by méans of discipline that a revolu- 
tion can be accomplish: d 

When the people poured in, Trochu-handed a spittoon he carried 
ae him to an officer of the mobilised Bretons. You may as well’ 

keep that,” said Cipriani; © we have no intention of depriving you of 
it.” (Cipriani was the personal friend of Flourens.) I did not sup- 
pose you had;’ said ‘Trochu. “Then it is a signal! Cipriani replied, 
adi ling to re companions, ee your eyes, marksmen!” ‘Lrochu 
dooke! at him steadily, as if he felt his intention had been guessed. 
Cipriant glancing round, observed that among those present there were 
Many reactionaries. 

Then it was that Picard, who was at large, had the signal beat, and 
the LO6th battalion of the Faubourg St Germain, composed of the 
udtional guards of order arrived at rhe gate of the Hotel de Ville 
under the conduct of Thos. a man whose bravery was worthy of a 
better. cause. As these guards pa they shouted © Vive la 
Commune!" 5 and the crowd, misled by the ruse, made way for 
them, 

At this juncture, Ferry, Jules Favre, and ‘Trochu attempted to 
escape. Cipriani took aim at Trochu, but a friend, Laboeuf, pressed 
his arm, and the ball made a hole in the ceiling, causing much tumult, 
Captain, Greflier was able to stop Lbos ; but Trochu and Ferry got 
away. Flourens trusted their word of Tonours ; and the crowd put 


one 


‘faith in the promises of the Provisional .Go.ernment to wppoint 


Commune, and in the Hats of ‘names that had been 
windows of the Hotel de Ville. Poor Flourens ! 


the 
the 


members for 
thrown an at 
Poor crowd ! ; 

There had been so many nimes suggested in these lists, there had 
been go many witnesses to the government's Promises to appoint the 
men suggested, that the people and the National Guards of. the 
faubourps retired, and for that night slept tranquilly. 

‘Towards midnight, the mobilised Bretons passed through the sub- 


~terranean passage which leads from the Napoleon Barracks to the 


Hotol de Vill. ‘Trochu gave the order, and they went, At midnight 
they entered the Hotel Ville with fixe bayonets, ready to 
massacre right and left. Dorian, Flourens, and Tamisier were, how- 
ever, able by dint of promises to prevent undshed, and Watwand two 
rows of: soldicrs: Flourens and his friends passed out of the Hotel de 


Ville. 


Paria on awaking found posted on the walls—-not the names of the 


iaewmbers of the Commune as promised the day before, Lut a series of 
awecusations and menaces, - 
Tu the court-yard of the Hotel de.Ville the Bretons waited; their 


de 


blue eyes fixed on vaeaney, dud singing below their breath an old 


rhyme composed at the time of the firat revolution, when Charrette 


‘had Jed the Bretons against the Germans in the war of Vendée. 


These rustics, now employed by Trochu against the revolted Parisians, 
were under the command of the son or grandson of Charrette :— 
Monsieur de Charrette snid to us at home— 
© Arise; 
“The chase is open, go hunt the wolves.” 
De Charrette told those of Ancenis( 


~~, “A small town in Bret “fagne. 


ar rented, 


“My friends, ~ 
“The King goes 4-gathering fleurs de lys!"11, 

But the wolves are not where you suppose them, poor lads, he; 
strong and brave! You will know that before long. 

Rochefort at the request of the Government had announced fry 
one of the windows of the Hotel de Ville the nomination of the Oia 
mune, a matter to’which he ‘believed the members of Govern. af 
were pledged by their promise. Perceiving, however, almost immediate. 
ly afterwards that contrary action was-in preparation, he laid hig 
resignation on the table, and went home. ‘rochu, stupid as he w a 
dominated the National Defence more than ever ; the Bretons ete i 
ed him as they would have guarded_Notre Dame d’ Auray ; their blye 
eyes fixed on him, awaiting his orders” But he gave no orders !” The 
posters of “that morning proved as meaningless as the promises of the 
day befure.. Nevertheless, as with the. empire, 80. now again, collapse 
was palpably imminent. It wasin the airs Here and there the laugh- 
jng refrain of the ironical song, “ The Plan,” could be pee in the 
"dull streets : 


ad. 


ag When on nice white paper—. 
(Plan, plan, plan, plan, plan,) 
: ‘ He had: written. down his notion 
He went to carry his plan. — - ; ee 
To his attorney Duclon. 
“The plan it was of Trochu 
(Plan, plan} plan, plan, plan,) 
Ye gods! what a beautiful. plan 
' Was. the plan of Monsieur Trochu 
Thanks to the plan we've won!” 


A few incorrigibles sang further : 


“Bismarck if you. keep: on 
_ Of all vour soldiers not one, 
»° Not one will be left alive ’— 
(Thanks, of course, to the “plan, plan, plan, plan, plan.”) 


But Paris desired “not to. be conquered, either by William of 
Germany, or by Napoleon III, who was awaiting the restoration of the 
Empire. Paris did not intend to surrender. Nor, in the event, was it 
surrender that occurred. The city was given away. Incapacity has: 
so miny points in common with treachery. that the one works as ill 
as the other. The fear of revolution was such that a bhadness 
almost amounting to insanity haunted the Government. ~ 

On Nov. 8rd the muncipal elections tuok place: an illusory satisfies 
tion, which duped nobody, and was ineffectual to counterbalance the 
indignation that had been aroused by broken promises and by false 
news circulated with so much duy-licity. 

As to the Commune, the Governmint had no further idea of it; but 
the Parisians dreamt of it still. 

Not that all the directors of affairs wer 
Adam tendered his resignation in consequ 
He was replaced by th» alvocate Crosso 
place They were very numerot 
Lefrancais, Felix Piat, Goupil, Ti idon, 
were imprisoned. Millidre, Blanqm 
escape. But Flourens, having visite: 
Maison Alfort in the uniform of . 


nation had not b en init sient rou 
Revolutionists felt themselves s 
no other duty. It was felt by 
in the faubourgs was followed by “ 
brought forth lexi ms of combatants. 
An extract from Jules Favre’s © Histoire du Gonvernement de Ja 
Defense Nationale” may here be of interest, as presenting from an 
opposite point of view the incidents of Oct. 81st :— 
“T was working with M. Thiers and preparing all the 
details of his departure. At about 12.30 p.m. we sat aA 
to Inncheon, We were hardly seated, however, when 
telegram came for me from my colleague M. Ferry, a: ner 
ing that the crowd surrounding the Hotel de Ville was 
increasing every minute,and that the populace seemed dis-— 
posed to force'the gates. I was requested to come at once. 
I replied that -before attending to anything else; I must . 
protect the retreat of M. Thiers; but that. instead of 
accompanying him, as I had intended, as far as the bridge 
of Sevres, I would entrust him to reliable officers and then 
come on as soon as possible to the Hotel de Ville. I was 
just finishing my telegram when M. Jules Ferry bimself was 
announced. He confirmed his previous message, adding 
that at any moment the Hotel de Ville might be invaded. 
A few minutes later, a fresh telegram informed us that a 
deputation, followed by a numerous crowd, had penetrated 
into the large hall. There was no more time for deliberation. 
I told M. Thiers that we were well used 10 these little sur- 
prises, and-that the present one would not be more dangerous 
than the others. TI embraced him; he got into his carriage, 
and I made the best of my way to the Hotel de Ville: - 
To be ee eg eS TO De continned a 


(1) St Gi) Molen de CAD asa oa OS de Charrette a dit a ceux de chez nous— 
“ Levez vous ! 
“La chasse est ouvert contre les loups. ” 


. Monsieur de Charreate a dit a ceux d'Ancenis— 
‘ Mes amis! 
“Le roi va amener les fleurs de bys.” 


thet 
aise ”’  muritved red 
_ The very ground 


RE OF ANARCHIST CONVICTS” 


N FRENCH GUIANA, | 
—_—_—__ >9< ; 
s seldom a greater amount of. disgusting “hinibugging 
7 displayed than when States.and Governments pretend to 
d and wounded in their “ human feelings” by atrocities 
et by another State or Government, whilst they do just the 
ngs themselves whenever they dare and itsuits their purpose. 
untries like Russia and France pretend to be interested in the 
es which have doubtless been commitied in Armenia by 
nd Kurd so diers. Yet everyone knows of the tortures 
thousands of the hest men and women of Russia, of their 
in Siberian mines, of the flogging of women and wholesale 
res of political prisoners, and of the thousands of starving 
an peasants who cry for bread. France boasts of marching in 
the first rank of civilised nations, and vet the atrocities committed on 
her political prisoners (our Anarchist comrades sent to Cayenne) rival 
the horrors of Siberia. An:l who does not kuow of the Italian prisons 
ind the atrocities committed therein, whether under Austrian or 
Zourbon rule, or under the rule of Umberto and that politicalrfrand - 
and thief Crispi? Similar horrors might be yuoted from every other 
country —the “ Hell on Blackwell’s Island ” ot the United States, or 
the prisons of Barceluna, the citadel of Varsaw, or the prisons of 
Buhemia, where scores of young men of the Bohemian Omladina are 
kept, and where every few weeks one or the other of them dies from 
consumption or is sent tv the madhouse. : : 
But let us give some account of the fate of our French-comrades at 
Cayenne. : ; - 
The Anarchist prisoners at Cayenne—among whom are Duval, Pini, 
and many othvrs —were long since singled out from the other prisoners 
and chiefly kept on the “ ‘Tbe Royale,” on the “Islands of Silvation ”’ 
as they are called. This is but a rock surrounded by the sea, axhere 
they have to pass their time in the murdet ous heat of the tropical 
sun. At night they are put in a dirty prison, on plank boards, their’ 
feet being chained to an iron bar. This state of things was. described 
ina letter, signed, “the anarchist convicts of Guiana,” publishe 1, last 
yeu, asa letfl 4°(A Voice from the Penitentiary, Vox du Bagne”) 
which concludes thus: “Publish this letter that all comrades may 
know how we are treate!, and that those who sti:] believe the e is 
soe good in ink bourgeois, may be deprived of this last illusion that 


makes them bliyd. May they also all be convinced that we have kept 
ull our courage and our love for anurchy ; and let them not believe 
that nien, fallen in the struggle, are men lost for the future. This is 
fa'se; our couraceis gre ter than it ever was, and moreover we have 
get now the hatred ‘which our henchmen infused in our hearts: 
Comrades, furward! Be not afraid.of coming to join us! Struggle. 
on! Weare hapless here, our food is infected, our shelter unhealthy, 
the climate murderous, men are a ‘pest to us; but all this cannot 
make Anarchists flinch; for in the midst of all this misery we ‘are 
profoundly happy in.our minds, and feel the joy of having struggled 
im the cause of truth. And we are happy to hear that others keep on 
_ fighting, and we have the firm hope that. we shall fight ourselves once: 
more later on. With-this ho;e an Anarchist can suff -r many tortures, 
for the body is strong if the moral conscience remains unabated. Re 
courigeous, comrades! Strike hard at the monster of authority, 
break the machine of exploitation, crush the cancer of religion, and 
unfold fearlessly the banner of Anarchy. The hearts of the Anarch- 
ist convicts are with you in your straggl. Long live Anarchy !” 
Another document, coming from this hell, is a letter from Comrade 
Clément Duval, transported since 1887, printed in ‘* Le Réveil Social,” 
of Paris, on Sept. 7, 1893. 
But the latest news which arrived in No 
all the facts known before. 
_ Itis needless to say that the hate and enmity of the prison officials 
18 concentrated on our comrades: for none but scoundrels of the low- 
eat type sink so deep as to become the watchdogs of their fellowmen, 
and they feel a natural solidarity with the lowest type of criminals 
that fall.into their hanis—we mean the sneaking, er-uching, cring- 
Ing traitors like Allmever, who provoked and betrayed his fellow 
prisoners. He is a favourite of the adminstration and a near relative 
“of Reinach, the swindler of t:-us of millions of fraacs in the Panama 
affair. These “men” and the officials are worthy each other, but — 
_ they both. hate the- upright and fierce Anarchists, who brave all 
_~ tortures with the consc’ence of having, done nothing but good to man- 
Kind, and of suffering in the cause of freedom and right. - 
_§0, when in France Anarchists were hunted down all over the 
country, no wonder that the lackeys of the government in Cayenne, 
governors and officials of prisons there, increased the infamous | 
ratment they had inflicted on our comrades and that the state of 
_of things which, at the time of the letter we mentioned was still 


* 


‘ently born, became at last intolerable and revolt, however hopeless, 


vember 1894 surpasses all 


ve 


me inevitable. 
ready in August it was report 


ed that, on a convict ship, a warder 
been “ forced, in order to restore order” (as the phrase goes) to 
18 revolver in the midst of a crowd of prisoners and that some 


et. 27th the fact was first published in France, that on the 
he Oct 21st and 22nd a rebellion took place on the Islands of 
OY 


t three officials (names given) and. twelve convicts, 


and wounded, among them being some Anarchists. _ 


five Anarchists (names not given) were killed. : 


s 


or massacred by theirtlo 


‘content with some of t 


ACES 
The Paris papers asked for the names and and were told to wait for. 
the artival of the mail.) At last, on Nov. 5th, the names were 
published: Comrades Marpeaux, Shevenet, Simon, Le 
| Mevrneis, — _ 
| It was said at that time, that when the mail came, t 
would be published and that the Socialist deputies 
interpollate the Government on this gubject, but not 
The silence of MMe pray 


as far as we are aware, 
Eapeans : 
of Salvation; and the onl 


for Anarchy; the Anarchists will a 
in a dark night, Moxart and his fellow, 
death ; also two “ foremen convicts,” an A: 
victs who do the dirty work of the offier 
the Bagno.” The other warders were a! 
with the soldiers’ coming from a 
hundreds of prisoners, an 
Anarchists mentioned) were k: 
Pini) are said by the- Kelai 
massacre of helpiess men by 
called a fight—and they will be 
“will probably be executed.” 
Then an allege] plan for a_ 
the intention of the authoritie 
do! — 
On the following day a criminal 
sentenced before the events abov 


A soldier assisting at the execution 
low? The Anarchist, in place of w re 
Anarchy!" The soldier tired, | 
fell hewvily to the ground. 
accomplice of Ravachol, Simo 
of the revolt and the repr 

But it is believed the tire 
of reprisal and fresh acts 


the court martial are yet ur 
Human misery is indee 
should use our efforts that 
countries, our friends a 
happy days once more bel 


Who is responsible 
brutes of the police 
follow occupations from 
are therefore entirely g 
who, in one way or ¢ 
oppression and crime, W 
in its name and for its 
attacks the body of hnman 
fangs, all of which are 
the benefit of the - 
attacked in this way, 
extirpating it and thi 
atupid humanity —bel 
cherishes and fosters the 

The people who trke | 
from being shuned and 
or less useful and neces: 


make great promises Ww 
fessions made by th 
Treland as a sample 
released since they have 
holds by any means t 
humanity, and which de 
economic exploitati 
eyes sanctioning al 
perpetrates. A mat 
oppressors or the ¢ 
oppressed, sides with th 
State, whether he 
useless delusion), he 
defence,” and under 
id this 5 


‘the State Sovial 


Ld 
* 
us 
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LIBERTY, 
LONDON, APRIL, 1895. 
Between Ourselves 
; a 
‘Contrary to general expectation, the elections to the 
new County Council have been disadvantageous to the 
“Progressives. And it is noteworthy that the dis- 
triels, in which the Progressives have lost the greater 
number of votes, are the poorest in London. If we 
thonght workmen were discontented with the poliey 
pursned by the two preceding County Councils, be- 
cause they have acquired a ‘clearer cousciousness of 
their rights, and mean to insist upon them with more 
enverness and energy, we should rejoice. But it 
appears only foo certain that the failure of Progressives 
is principally due to indifference and apathy. 


U 


Uniloubtedly, viewed by the light of Soeialist prin- 
ciples, the policy of the Progressives on the County 
Council calls for the severest criticism. In the course 
of six years the Progressives, many of whom call them- 
selves Socialists, although undisputed masters of the 
Council, kept straight at first, afraid of losing their seats 
at the second electter : three fourths who voted for the 
fair wage clause were against it, and intrigued as hard 
as they could to keep it out, so long as they could do so 
unknown to the public. The last two vears—-not hard 
pressed by the few men whose “ehergy seems to have 
dwindled | they certainly have not done much for labour. 


While there are so many people in London without 
the necessaries of life, and so many wishing to. work 
and finding nothing to do, the County Council makes no 
attempt to save the workless, who are also the breadless, 
from the oppression of capitalism, by putting thenr in a 
position to obtain work, bread, fuel and housing, and the 
necessities of existence. And to-day London is still 
in the same condition it was six years ago, with its 
hundreds of thousands of unemployed and starvelings ; 
With its tens. of thousands of children who, barely 
covered with rags, go hungry to school ; with its pesti- 
lential slums, with its criminals, prostitutes and drunk- 
ards who get driven to crime and vice by misery. 


But if the work of the Progressive Council has been 


wr 


e 


-LIBERPY. ; | fArpin, 1695. 


| complete failure to-what it might have been, locked 


public affairs, and in their own well-being in the future ? 


only half the truth ;.it is a cunningly devised means by 


| mitted in his pamphlet, ‘Necessity and Bay of an 


upon objectively, in comparison with the former state 
of affairs, we must admit that the Progressives have 
done something to improve the sanitary state of 
London, to save workmen, engaged on public works 

from the limitless oppression of contractors, to fix a 
minimum wage relatively sufficient to live on, and to 
prepare the way for the municipalisation of public 
services. It is nght to find this ridiculously inadequate 
for the pressing needs of London, put it does not seem 
to be the right way of obtaining better conditions, to 


take no interest in public questions, and let the direo- | 
tion of affairs slip into the hands of the Conservatives 
to whom even these few concessions appear extremely 
revolutionary. ; , 
What conclusion can be drawn from the foregoing ? : I 
That the people are content:to be oppressed? To us { 
it seems a new proof that in the present economical 
and moral condition of the workers, the right to vote is ° 
a fraud. ‘The power of capitalists is too great, the p 
needs of the people are too urgent, for a little im- 8 
mediate help, cleverly distributed, not to win an easy e 
victory over propagandists who promise slow and Y, 
distant improvements. a 
) at 
And then, after the terrible sufferings that the bad - bi 
Ww. 


weather has entailed on the poor of London, how could ~*~ 
they summon enough energy to interest. themselves in 


(sive immediate and real well-being to the-people, or to 
speak truly, show them how they are to procure it, and 
there will be no longer. danger of their falling into 
apathy or throwing themselves into the arms of 
reaction: e 8 


e 


At the Criminizl Court, W. Connors a 


vd-R.-Stevens pleaded guilty 
to burglary at the house of Mr. Willshere, Battersea.— Commissioner 
Kerr, in sentencing Connors to six months and Stevens to three years, 
said Stevens was an habitual criminal, and it would have been 
cheaper ‘for the country to set him up in business, or given hima 
pension of 30s. per week. Such a bargain would have been better 
for the country; bat every one talked anout these things—no one 
thought of doing anything. The Legislature was nothing but a talk- 
ing shop. Se is 
Commissioner Kerr seems to have a vague idea that 
ifmen like Stevens were set up in business or had the 
means of earning a livelihood they would not be driven 
to crime. All this comes with refreshing candour from 
Commissioner Kerr, but has it never occurred to a 
that monopoly in land and capital is the root cause of a 
the crime and poverty, and not until these are swept 
away will crime be abolished. __ 


His reference to the Legislature is, unfortunately, 


which those in power keep the workers in submission 
by cajolery, and should that4ail, intimidate theim..by 
sending gunboats against them as at Hull, or dragoon- 
ing them as at Bristol and in Wales, or ruthlessly 
shooting them down as the Liberal Government did the 
miners at Featherstone, and then explain afterwards. 

The War Office, on March 4th, issued a document 
which calls the attention of the troops to the fact, 
“That to fire over the heads of a crowd... . would 
have the effect of favouring the most’daring and guilty.” 
This is disengenuous, and means “Fire Low,’ and 
+his with rifles of great’ penetrating power would make 
it madness for strikers to face uniformed assasins. 
One result of actions of this nature will be the forcing 
of the people into guerilla warfare.” 


On February he 18th our comrade Merlino was tried 
by a Florentine jury.for press offences. He was accused 
of attacking the rights of property and inciting to revo- 
lution, pillage, massacre of the rich, etc., crimes com- 


LIBER LY. 


nd in an article in which he maintained | impression on public opinion, and even ( 
us take an active part in the worslng- | papers speak of the necessity of annuling the ex 
tional laws, that are a disgrace to a civilized nation. 


_, The Government coatinues to-imprison Anarehi 
ae: by Ponce decrees, in spite of public opir 
! ee Ne eee eclaring itself always more clearly against: this 
ud; e's continual Jnterruptions, defended | which os the RegaHGl not only ‘oF Srey hue 
~guch eloquence that Seven the Italian butof bourecois law So 
apers admitted: that his defence was Boo eV 
shing and marvellous. He explained at length 
neiples of Anarchist-Socialism, gave an historical 
nt of the Anarchist/ movement in Italy, the 
utions of the police, and the popular revolt< pro- | public attention more and mo: 
yoked by misery and persecution, and demonstrated | physical torture to which th 
that Revolution was the necessary consequence of the | are subjected, they made na at 
blind resistance of the bourgeoisie. He pictured to the | and took the train unconcernedly 
‘ary the miserable condition in which all classes in along the read they were infortired 
Italy find themselves, save a small ‘number—of,/Fich 
capitalists and high-placed political personages ; and’ 
proved how all, both owners and proletarians, would 
gain by the abolition of privat,» property. ‘hen he 
concluded : ‘‘ The Government treats us jesuitically as 
criminals ; but the public know we are honest men who 
are fighting for the good of all. We are Revolutionists 
as were Mazzini and Pisacane.- .You‘can find us guilty, 
: but it is not with violence that you can prove. us in the 
& wrong. Moreover, if we wish to abolish existing insti-. 
tutions, and we certainly do, it is true also that th se 
institutions have already been destroyed by the govern- 
ment, as far.as regards all the guarantees of liberty 
they posessed. You speak of social peace ; but we are 
the true apostles of that peace, as there can be no social 
peace without justice. Convict, persecute, if you are 
blind enough to do it with a quirt conscience ; but you 
: will not escape from the present state of afiirs, so hard 
for all, except by. Socialisih.” 


In consequence o 
cation of the Pére Peinard 
to make way for a new org: 
published in Paris, 


La Sociale will appe 
trated, and will be edited k 
and published at 120 Rue 


La Sociale, (like ‘S 
in French, and therefore ra 
itself. It is abbrevis 
and-all Paris workm 
will pass some day into 
often drink to ‘ La So 


., Comrades who 
phiets, posters, 
with reference 
Inovement, 1n- 
least one copy 
Paris, who inte! 


_ The counsel for the defence said they had nothing to 
add to what Merlino had said himself. The jury 
acquited Merlino and -the public loudly applauded | 
Merlino and the jury. Merlino must now undergo 
another trial for press offences before a Bologna jury, 
and then he must: finish his sentence for connection 

‘with the ‘‘ International,” that is to say another ten 
months’ imprisonment. — 


PARLIAM 


IL.—-Socranism 


A variety of 
Socialism, disbelic 
with rabid fury, 
. ah pe : : bourgevis to 
live the defender !’’ The crowd followed Ferri, cheer- hey would 


ing repeatedly, till the deputy entered a restaurant. | who were sat 
Aside from his acquital by the jurors of Florence, | persecutions — 
another surprise awaited -Merlino in the shape of a oO a 
letter from the Collegio de San Mazzaro dei Burgendi | and use it r an 
of the province of Pavia, offering to make him a candi- | On the other 
date at the next election. It is probable Merlino will | discovery of di 
accept the offer. He may also be offered the candi- fearing: that 

ature of two more towns, Ravenna and Naples. 


An enormous crowd, who had been waiting for the 
attorney outside of the court, gave him a warm reception 
on his appearance, shouting, ‘ Long live Ferri, long 


and academica 
It will be remembered that three Italian constituen- 
les elected Cipriani to the National Parliament, thus 
forcinig the government to liberate him from prison. 
It would certainly be a vindication of our Comrade 
lino’s course if the same tactics should be followed 
scase. We hope that Merlino will not refuse his 


liberation on such terms. 


he editor of the Asino made an investigation at 
0 Ercole where the Anarchists, sentenced to forced 
Icile by inistrative process on mere suspicion 
ibversive opinions, are imprisoned. He found them 
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‘COST “Mad yy - 


Na ee 
VEL 


LIBERTY. 


THE WORLD. 


of the world’s at hand! 
lanet? Ah, no 
l;-and the great stn’ stand, 
aves break. on the strand, 
its shall cover the land ; 
and. its ills shall go. 


Se. 


wers @ 
the World 
sted the golden smirch 

repare to hie ; 

she gold god’s tottering perch 
lingering. far in the lurch, | 
black/hireling, the politic Church, 


Hear how its foolish begin to say,- 
~~ ‘In fear of the final rout— 

the night grows old, and the dread new day 
Requires thut we follow the People’s way ; 
Give us your oil, ye wise, we pray, = 
: For our: lamps are all flickering out.” 


eee, 


fOr, 


The first time passed, and he died alone, 
And the deaf world held on its way; 
And priest and ruler the tares have sown, 
Mingled with wheat they have rampant grown, 
But the Harvester knows his own—his own, 
And in judgment he comes to-day. ‘ 


“And Houses shall fall, built on golden sand, 
And only the Truth be dear ; ; 
The rock-built dweliings of faith shall stand, 
The glad, free. people shall joy in the lund, 
And heart trust heart e’en as hand helps hand, 
For the end of the World is here. 
L. 8. Bevineron. 


SOCIALISM IN DANGER. 
. By F. DOMELA NIEUWENHUIS. 


Continued from No 15. — 


Nobody is simple enough tv think that the exploiting class will 
surrender its property, or that the realisation of Socialism can be 
effect’d by Act of Parliament. 
aweans of agitation, but once on the slope we slide to the bottom. As 
Liebknecht said at the St. Gall Congress of the party, “ Let there be 
no mistake, once we take part in elections, we not only engage in 
agitation, but we expose the weakness and inefficiency of parliamen- 
tary-action.”’ 

Vollmar on this subject was the must logical of the German Social 
Democrats, and his proposals mark the course of conduct that his 
fellow-countrymen ought to follow in the future. (See ‘“ Les divers 
courauts de la demucratie socialiste allemande” Souete nouvelle, 8e 
année, t. 1, p. 295.) ; 

Parliamentarianism, as a method of tactics, is found wanting; even 
if we could improve it, it would be labor. lost. Leverdays’ work, 
“Les Assemblées Parlantes,” is in this connection very instructive, 
and it deals thoroughly with the question. - Why do not the 
apologists of Parliament try to refute that book? 


leverdays says, “a government of public chatterers.”” An honest 
wemLer confining himself to his. own experience, his own views, and 
his own convictions would be at least as capable as any ordinary 
Minister, assisted by the specialists of his department. But he must 
know something of everything, for the most divergent subjects come 
fore Parliament. He should be a living encyclopaedia. What a 
punishment for the resentative who attempts the task—his 


ced by. the invader’would 

time of Louis XIV., and political 

ot open the dyke to the revolution in 

ave the country, if it be possible, but 

__ In this way they betray the masses, 
: Se 4S Saas fee 


At first we take up political action as _ 


By all means let us proceed to assimilate that lesson. 


Legislative | 
chambers or Parliaments are as nearly as possible word-mills, or as 


to lead them to: the slaughter-house. Asa rule, if the defenee of a 
| nation rests in the-hands 6f ex plotters only, you may feel sure it will 
~ be sold”. Se SS _ 

There: is‘an intimate convection between economic anc 
freedom, inasmuch as to each fresh econor 
Aorresponding political transformation, ropotkin 
clear, Absolute-monarchy i the political wo 
personal slavery and vassalage in.economics. Repre 
ment in politics goes along with the economic system 
ism. Sometimes they are two forms of the same 1 
mode of production is not found consistent with an 
of consumption, and does not exist conten poraneo 
methods of political organisation. In a society W 
workman would be merged in the same individual th 
necessity for a government; it would be an ana: ( 
ment. Free workmen need a free organis: 
with the existence of the statesman. — 
implies thé destruction of government. 

The roads taken by parliamentary an 
not lean to the same destruction; no, the 


will never meet. _ 
Parliamentary Socialism must. en 
Social Democratic leaders do 10 y 


in Berlin that Social Der 
able opposition. t 
apothecary halls, state educat on 


do not want the abolition o: 
duction in the hands of go 
should be the supreme regu 
Glasgow and its municij 
socialism ? Emile Vande 
makes the same city serve a 
instance they can cite, tht h 
very high. The numbe: 
population herds togeth 
author lauds the eo-ope: 
Brussels, Gand, Jo.imont. 
collectivism. All these 
attractive to him who 
-wishes to discover the. 
operative movement pr 
ss some do ut Gand an 
to -co-operators, < 
although it is their expk 
just as in state fact 
Liebknecht, perce 
“Do you suppose 
cotton manufaturets 
State? Moreover 
to take over und w 
ber of capitalists 
Not only trade but 
the hands of the 8 
It in Germany we 1 
paying them suitable 
officials, to be ter: 
equivalent to that of th 
would it not be a 
some of the shire. 
- posal? Ab yes, th 
their influence an 
results of State So 
dream.’’ (Protokol. 
Rest assured 
lords perceive thi 
the State is willing 
tumble over eac 
splendid mnarket 
andervelde pr 
field of collectis 
limits itself to d 


L895, 


The Majority Superstition: 


e world despises Catholics | 
their. regligious opinions on trust, and being t 
of tradition.... He laughs at them for their supe 
tious awe of the Church. As if his own inward awe 
the Greater Number were oné whit less of a super 
tion! He mocks their deference of the past. Asi 
own absorbing deference to the present were one tittle 
better bottomed or ja jot more respectable. The 
modern emancipation’ will profit. us very little if the 
status quo is to be fastened round: our necks with the 
despotic authority of a heavenly dispensation, and if in 
_ the stead of ancient Scriptures | we are to accept the | 
plenary inspiration of aij oritice: —John Morley. 


Why Progress is Slow!“ 


“Not one ina thousand has the smiallest turn for | 
thinking; only for passive dreaming and hearesyine 
ede active ceaioling by rote.’ --Carlyle 
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“NOTICES OF PROPAGANDA. 


LONDON a Hyde Park, 3.30; Regent’s Park, 11; Canning Town, 
Beckton Road, 11.30. Stratford, -The Grove, 11. 30% Deptford, 395 
New Crona Roail, (top floor) group meetings every Monday at 8; 
Lordon c omrades will assist by ordering “ Liberty through newsagents. 
peeepEeN —Regent’s Quay, Sundays, 3 p.m.; Castle Street, — 
- 6,30 pan.; Small Oddfellows’ Hali, Mondays, 8. Large Hall, 
Sundays, 0.30, 
; Agent--E. Shepherd, 6, South Constitution Street. 
EDINBURGH: Sundays, Meadows, 8 and 6. 30. | 
Agent--H. Campbell, 4, Angle Park Terrace. . 
GLASGOW-— The Green, Sundays, 12 noon ; - Wellington Palace, 6.30 
pin. information of group meetings can be had of the Agent. 
: Agent---J..Blalr Smith, 66, Brunswick Street, 
j LEEDS--Sundays, Vicar’s Croft, LL and The International Workers’ 
‘Club, New York Street. 7. 
Agent .-S. Eletian, 23, Cloth Street, Regent Street. . 
LEICESTER —Sundays, Russell Square, 10.45 a.m. ; Market Place, 
6.15 p.m.; Humberstone Gate, 8 p.m. ; Gladstone Club, Charles 
_| Street, Fridays, 8.30. 


Agent—A. Gerria, 18, Princes Street. 


MANCHESTER-—~Sundays, Stephenson’s Square, 3; New Cross, 8. 


Agent--P. A. Bartow, 54 Cottenhasa Street, C. on M, 


: NORWICH —Sundays, Market Place, 11, and 8.30. 


gent—. D, Moore, a4, Rose Yard, St. Adgastine's, Norwich, 


YARMOUTH__No meetings. Literature can be had of the Agent. 
Agent] M Headley, The People’s Book Store, ar, North Howard Street, 


Will Comrades forward notices of meetings etc. as soon as possitile 
. for insertion in our next issue. 


; . : THE 
LABOUR LITERATURE SOCIETY 
: - 66 BRUNSWICK STRERT, GLASGOW. 
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